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DETAILED ACTION 

Status of Claims 

1. Applicant has noted that the prior art by Fleckenstein 
2004/0211834 Al does not qualify as prior art due the 
publication date of the application. The Examiner agrees 
with the applicant. 

ResponsB to Amendment 

2. Applicant's arguments filed on October 20, 2005 have been 
considered. 

3. The Examiner has added new prior art that directly relates 
to the pending application. 

4. Below is the updated Office Action. 

DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of. the appropriate paragraphs 

of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections 

under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described. in (1) an application for 
patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed in 
the United States before the invention by the applicant for 
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patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for patent 
by another filed in the United States before the invention 
by the applicant for patent, except that an international 
application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty 
in the English language. 

5. Claims 1-4,5-7,11-18, 20, 26, 29 and 30 are rejected under 

35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Christine Ray (US 

Publication 2004/0128207 Al) , hereinafter referenced as 

Ray. 

As Per Claim 1 : 

Ray discloses a method for changing the delivery point of 
an item while the item is en route, comprising: 

determining a first delivery point of the item, [{page 2, 
0016}, first address plant being first delivery point]; 

notifying, based on the first delivery point, a recipient 
that the item is en route, [{page 1, 0007}, item delivery 
notification, send first notification to recipient]; 

accepting at least one instruction designating a second 
delivery point, [{page 2, 0016}, first address plant (140), an 
alternative address plant, alternative address plant being 
second delivery point] ; and 



Application/Control Number: 09/976,039 Page 4 

Art Unit: 3639 

delivering the item to the second delivery point, [{page 2, 
0021}, all items sent to first address are detected by delivery 
system, relabeled and then forwarded to alternative address]; 

As Per Claim 2 : 

Ray discloses the method wherein accepting the at least one 
instruction comprises accepting at least one instruction from 
the recipient, [{page 1, 0007}, Ray discloses instructions in 
0007, if the item is not successfully delivered to the recipient, 
at the first address. Ray displays instruction where if 
something doesn't occur then send to another destination]. 

As Per Claim 3 : 

Ray discloses the method wherein accepting at least one 
instruction designating a second delivery point comprises: 
notifying a sender of the item, [{page 1, 0007}, sending a third 
notification to the sender] ; and 

allowing the sender to specify whether to deliver to the 
first delivery point or the second delivery point, [{page 1, 
0007}, that sending a notification to the sender address 
notifying that the item has been delivered. Its suggested that 
once the sender receives notification, an option of what point 
to deliver is given] . 
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As Per Claim 4 : 

Ray discloses the method wherein delivering the item to the 
second delivery point comprises: 

notifying the sender, if actual delivery is made, [{page 1, 
0007}, the second notification indicating that the item has been 
delivered] ; and 

requesting disposition instructions from the sender, if 
delivery was not made, [{page 1, 0007}, sending a third 
notification to a sender at the sender notification address if 
the item is not successfully delivered. Disposition is 
interpreted as meaning arrangement] . 

As Per Claim 5 : 

Ray discloses a method for changing the delivery point of 
an item while the item is en route, comprising: 

determining a first delivery point of the item, [{page 2, 
0016}, first address plant being first delivery point]; 

notifying a sender that the item is en route, [{page 1, 
0007}, item delivery notification send first notification to 
recipient] ; 

accepting a second delivery point from the sender, [{page 
2, 0016}, first address plant an alternative address plant 
alternative address plant being second delivery point] ; and 
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delivering the item to the second delivery point, [{page 2, 
0021}, all items sent to first address are detected by delivery 
system, relabeled, and then forwarded (second delivery point) to 
alternative address] . 

As Per Claim 6 : 

Ray discloses a method for handling an undeliverable item, 
comprising: 

notifying a sender of the item that the item is 
undeliverable, {page 1 0007}, sending notification to the sender 
at the sender notification address that item is not successfully 
delivered] ; 

accepting a disposition instruction from the sender, [{page 
1, 0007}, sending a third notification to a sender at the 
sender notification address if the item is not successfully 
delivered. Disposition is interpreted as meaning 
arrangement]; and 
handling the item according to the disposition instruction, 
[{page 2, 0021}, forwarded to alternative address]. 
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As Per Claim 7 : 

Ray discloses a method wherein the disposition instruction is 
an instruction to return the item to the sender, [{page 2, 
0020}, sent to return address]. 

As Per Claim 11 : 

Ray discloses a system for changing the delivery point of 
an item while the item is en route, comprising: 

means for determining a first delivery point of the item, 
[{page 2, 0016}, first address plant being first delivery 
point] ; 

means for notifying, based on the first delivery point, a 
recipient that the item is en route, [{page 1, 0007}, item 
delivery notification send first notification to recipient] 

means for accepting a second delivery point from the 
recipient, [{page 2, 0016}, first address plant an alternative 
address plant alternative address plant being second delivery 
point] ; and 

means for delivering the item to the second delivery point, 
[{page 2, 0021}, all items sent to first address are detected by 
delivery system, relabeled, and then forwarded (second delivery 
point) to alternative address] . 
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As Per Claim 12: 

Ray discloses a system for changing the delivery point of 
an item while the item is en route, comprising: 

means for determining a first delivery point of the item, 
[{page 16, 0154}, can determine delivery point from shipping 
information on package] ; 

means for notifying a sender that the item is en route, 
[{page 16, 0152], shipping instructions can be made after 
package has been shipped] ; 

means for accepting a second delivery point from the 
sender, [{page 16, 0154}, information record can be changed, 
updated while package is in transit] ; and 

means for delivering the item to the second delivery point, 
[{page 16, 0160}, package delivery instructions are used to 
deliver to destination] . 

As Per Claim 13: 

Ray discloses a system for handling an undeliverable item, 
comprising: 

means for notifying a sender of the item that the item is 
undeliverable, [{page 1, 0007}, that sending notification to 
sender if the item is not successfully delivered] ; 
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means for accepting a disposition instruction from the 
sender, [{page 1, 0007}, that sending notification to sender if 
the item is not successfully delivered] and 

means for handling the item according to the disposition 
instruction, [{page 2, 0019}, if determined undeliverable may- 
forward to alternative processing point] . 

As Per Claim 14: 

Ray discloses a method to flexibly deliver an item, 
comprising: 

determining a first delivery point of the item, [{page 3, 
0026}, notification is sent indicating item has been placed in 
delivery system] ; 

providing a notification to indicate that the item is en 
route to the first delivery point, [{page 3, 0026}, notification 
is sent indicating item has been placed in delivery system] ; 

conditionally accepting a second delivery point of the 
item, [{page 2, 0020}, address indicates where sender want item 
to be return or sent to] ; and 

delivering the item to one of the first delivery point and 
second delivery point based on the conditional acceptance of the 
second delivery point, [{page 3 0027}, the package is delivered 
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to address on item] . 

As Per Claim 15 : 

Ray discloses the method further comprising: 
providing information to indicate that the item was 
delivered to one of the first delivery point and second delivery 
point, [{page 1, 0007}, sending notification is successfully 
delivered] . 

As Per Claim 16: 

Ray disclose the method further comprising: 
providing information to indicate that the item was not 
delivered, when the first delivery point and second delivery 
point are undeliverable, [{page 1,0007}, sending notification if 
not successfully delivered] . 

As Per Claim 17 : 

Ray discloses the method further comprising: 
accepting at least one additional delivery point for the 
item, [{page 2, 0021 } alternative address]; and 
delivering the item to the at least one additional delivery 
point, [{page 2, 0021} forwarded to alternative address]. 
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As Per Claim 18: 

Ray discloses the method of further comprising: 
providing at least one additional notification based on 
delivery of the item to the at least one additional delivery 
point, [{page 1, 0007}, sending a third notification to a sender 
at the sender notification address if the item is not 
successfully delivered] . 

As Per Claim 20: 

Ray discloses the method wherein conditionally accepting 
the second delivery point of the item, comprises: 

requesting, from the sender, an approval of the second 
delivery point, [{page 2, 0021}, once the delivery system is 
notified of alternative address then sent to alternative 
address] . 

As Per Claim 2 6 : 

Ray discloses the method wherein providing the notification 
to indicate that the item is en route to the first delivery 
point comprises providing information to indicate a time the 
item will arrive at the first delivery point, [{page 1, 0008}, 
first item is delivered to first address] . 



Application/Control Number: 09/976,039 Page 12 

Art Unit: 3639 

As Per Claim 29: 

Ray discloses the method wherein conditionally accepting a 
second delivery point of the item is based on receiving an 
approval from a sender of the item, [{page 2, 0021}, once the 
delivery system is notified of alternative address then sent to 
alternative address] . 

As Per Claim 30: 

Ray discloses a system for flexible delivery of an item, 
comprising: 

means for determining a first delivery point of the item, 
[{page 3, 0026}, notification is sent indicating item has been 
placed in delivery system] . 

means for providing a notification to indicate that the 
item is en route to the first delivery point, [{page 3, 0026}, 
notification is sent indicating item has been placed in delivery 
system] ; 

means for conditionally accepting a second delivery point / 
of the item, [{page 2, 0020}, address indicates where sender 
wants the item to be return or sent to] , and 

means for delivering the item to one of the first delivery 
point and second delivery point based on the conditional 
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acceptance of the second delivery point, [{page 3, 0027 }, the 
package is delivered to address on item] . 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the 
basis for all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office 
action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not 
identically disclosed or described as set forth in section 102 
of this title, if the differences between the subject matter 
sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the 
subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time 
the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the 
art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall 
not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

1. Claims 8-10, 19, 21, 22, 25,27 and 28 are rejected under 35 

U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Christine Ray (US 

Publication Number 2004/0128207) , hereinafter referenced as 

Ray in view of David Wilz et al (US Publication Number 
2003/0173405), hereinafter referred as Wilz. 

As Per Claim 8-10: 

Ray discloses a method for sending a notification to sender 
and the recipient but lacks the method wherein the disposition 
instruction is an instruction to auction the item. 
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However Wilz discloses a method wherein the disposition 
instruction is an instruction to auction the item, donate an 
item, and dispose of the item, [{page 3, 0036}, RTD Internet 
server is used for up date delivery information, and the 
handling instructions and the like] . 

Therefore, it would have been obvious for one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time of the invention was made to modify 
Ray's method and system in conjunction with Wilz's 
system and method to emulate an invention that deals with 
sending a notification to sender and the recipient with 
instructions on how to handle the item, which additionally 
verifies the products data and its origin. 

As Per Claim 19: 

Ray discloses a method for sending a notification to sender 
and the recipient but lacks the method wherein determining a 
first delivery point of the item comprises capturing an image of 
the item, 

However Wilz discloses a method wherein method wherein 
determining a first delivery point of the item comprises 
capturing an image of the item, [{page 13, 0137}, device for 
capturing images] . 
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Therefore, it would have been obvious for one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time of the invention was made to modify 
Ray's method and system in conjunction with Wilz's 
system and method to emulate an invention that deals with 
sending a notification to sender and the recipient with 
capturing an image of the item, which additionally verifies the 
products data and its origin. 

As Per Claim 21: 

Ray discloses a method for sending a notification to sender 
and the recipient but lacks the method further comprising: 
determining at least one characteristic of the item. 

However Wilz discloses a method wherein determining at least 
one characteristic of the item, [{page 13, 0137}, device for 
capturing images allows the determination of one characteristics 
to be stored in database] . 

Therefore, it would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill 
in the art at the time of the invention was made to modify Ray's 
method and system in conjunction with Wilz's system and method 
to emulate an invention that deals with sending a notification 
to sender and the recipient with characteristic of the item, 
which additionally verifies the products data and its origin. 
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As Per Claim 22 : 

Ray discloses the method wherein providing the notification 
to indicate that the item is en route to the first delivery 
point includes information indicating the at least one 
characteristic of the item, [{page 1, 0008}, first item is 
delivered to first address] . 

As Per Claim 25: 

Ray discloses a method for sending a notification to sender 
and the recipient but lacks the method wherein determining the 
at least one characteristic of the item comprises capturing an 
image of the item. 

However Wilz discloses a method wherein determining the at least 
one characteristic of the item comprises capturing an image of 
the item, [{page 13, 0137}, device for capturing image] 
Therefore, it would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill 
in the art at the time of the invention was made to modify Ray's 
method and system in conjunction with Wilz's system and method 
to emulate an invention that deals with sending a notification 
to sender and the recipient with capturing an image of the item, 
which additionally verifies the products data and its origin. 



As Per Claim 27: 
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Ray discloses a method for sending a notification to sender 
and the recipient but lacks the method, wherein conditionally 
accepting the second delivery point of the item comprises 
accepting a specified time for the item to arrive. 
However Wilz discloses a method wherein conditionally accepting 
the second delivery point of the item comprises accepting a 
specified time for the item to arrive, [{page 16, 0154}, package 
delivery instruction (date, time and location}]. 
Therefore, it would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill 
in the art at the time of the invention was made to modify Ray's 
method and system in conjunction with Wilz's system and method 
to emulate an invention that deals with sending a notification 
to sender and the recipient with specified time for the item to 
arrive, which additionally verifies the products data and its 
origin . 

As Per Claim 28: 

Ray discloses a method for sending a notification to sender and 
the recipient but lacks the method wherein conditionally 
accepting a second delivery point of the item is based on 
verifying an identity of a recipient for the item. 
However Wilz discloses a method wherein conditionally accepting a 
second delivery point of the item is based on verifying an 
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identity of a recipient for the item/ [{page 16, 0154}, package 
delivery instruction audio or audio visual messages] . 

Therefore, it would have been obvious for one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time of the invention was made to modify 
Ray's method and system in conjunction with Wilz's system and 
method to emulate an invention that deals with sending a 
notification to sender and the recipient with on verifying an 
identity of a recipient for the item, which additionally 
verifies the products data and its origin. 

Claims 23 and 24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Ray (2004/0128207) in view of Ramsden 
(5,481,464). 
As Per Claim 23: 

Ray discloses a method for sending a notification to sender 
and the recipient but lacks the method wherein determining the 
at least one characteristic of the item comprises determining a 
weight of the item. 

However Ramsdens discloses wherein determining the at least 
one characteristic of the item comprises determining a weight of 
the item, [{page 1, lines 42-43}, packages need to be pre- 
weighed and sized before they can be accepted for shipment] . 
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Therefore, it would have been obvious for one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time of the invention was made to modify 
Ray's method and system in conjunction with Ramsden's system and 
method to emulate an invention that deals with sending a 
notification to sender and the recipient with determining a 
weight of the item, which additionally verifies the products 
data and its origin. 

As Per Claim 24: 

Ray discloses a method for sending a notification to sender 
and the recipient but lacks the method wherein determining the 
at least one characteristic of the item comprises determining a 
size of the item. 

However Ramsdens discloses the method wherein determining 
the at least one characteristic of the item comprises 
determining a size of the item, [{page 1, lines 42-43}, packages 
need to be pre-weighed and sized before they can be accepted for 
shipment] . 

Therefore, it would have been obvious for one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time of the invention was made to modify 
Ray's method and system in conjunction with Ramsden's system and 
method to emulate an invention that deals with sending a 
notification to sender and the recipient with determining a 
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weight of the item, which additionally verifies the products 
data and its origin. 



Conclusion 

Any concerns in regard to this communication, the examiner Jon 
Bass can be reached at (571) 272-6905 between the hours of 9-6pm 
Monday through Friday. The fax number for the establishment 
where the application is being process is (571) 273-8300. 

If an attempt to reach the examiner is unsuccessful for any 
reason, the examiner's immediate supervisor, John Hayes can be 
reached at (571) 272-6708. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be 
obtained from the Patent Application Information Retrieval 
(PAIR) system. Status information for published applications may 
be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished is available through Private PAIR 
only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http:// 
pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to 
the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center 
(EBC) at 866-271-9197 (toll free) . 

Any response to this action should be mailed to: 
Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
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C/O Technology Center 3600 
Washington, D.C. 20231 




